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Abstarct

As the knowledge of water quality in aquaria evolves and fundamentals become established, other aspects have come under increasing inquiry. Heavy metals and other toxin contamination are such aspects and have received an increasing amount of attention from the aquarium field within recent years. Their presence in aquarium waters is a topic of undetermined importance, especially under conditions of chronic exposure. Accordingly, a working knowledge of heavy metal contamination in aquarium water is absent among many who are involved with the care of aquatic life and life support design. Much of the current information needs to be extrapolated from work that has been done with aquaculture, environmental purposes,  medicine, and other areas. It can provide  the beginning of a foundation for understanding conditions within aquarium water but more studies are needed. What are heavy metals and toxins, what are potential sources of contamination, what methods of analysis are available, and what is the significance to aquatic life are some of the broad topics that need to be better understood.

